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The temperatures slowly begin to warm.
The air begins to smell fresh and new.
The angle of the sun in the sky changes.
The days get noticeably longer as the nights get shorter.
Snow melts.
Spring showers and rainbows may appear

Flowers spring up from the earth: daffodil, iris, crocus, tulips, violets.
Dandelions and other weeds begin to sprout.
Leaf and flower buds begin to appear on once bare winter branches.
Spring colors can be seen as plants and flowers come back to life.

Our pets begin to shed and lose their winter coats.
Songbirds can be heard singing their melodies. Robins return.
Worms begin to appear from the earth.
Butterflies and ladybugs begin to appear. Mosquitoes can be found buzzing around.
Mammals that hibernate for the winter such as bears and skunks can be found coming
out of their dens in search of food after a long winter’s rest.  

More people can be seen outdoors.
Spring decor begins to appear.
Stores sell flowers and seeds to plant. Neighbors plant flowers and start their gardens.
People dress in lighter clothing. 
You can hear the sound of lawn mowers and trimmers.
BBQ season begins. 

Searching for signs of Spring is a fun and educational science learning activity to do with
kids. Point out the signs you see, hear, smell, and feel like it’s a scavenger hunt, but instead
of a scavenger hunt done in a day… it is a scavenger hunt that lasts all spring! 

SIGNS OF SPRING SCAVENGER HUNT: WEATHER AND SUN

SIGNS OF SPRING SCAVENGER HUNT: PLANTS

SEARCH FOR SIGNS OF SPRING SCAVENGER HUNT: ANIMALS AND INSECTS

SEARCH FOR SIGNS OF SPRING SCAVENGER HUNT: OTHER RANDOM SIGNS

More ideas can be found at: rhythmsofplay.com/signs-spring-scavenger-hunt-kids/

Signs of Spring Scavenger Hunt for Kids



April's Parent Coalition Meeting and all Playgroups are cancelled. 
Please contact ceggleston@maisd.com with questions.

 

Parent Resources
Have questions and need answers? Check out the

Parent Resources area on our website. More

information and direct links are available on our

website www.GreatStartMontcalm.org

Great Start to Quality
If you are looking for quality child care or early

childhood programs, visit our partners at

greatstarttoquality.org/families to help you find and

compare programs and providers.

Dolly Parton Imagination Library 
Enroll your child today, and help expand their at-home

library and grow a love of reading! Free for children

birth to age 5 who are residents of the Montcalm Area

ISD! Application is attached in Newsletter email.

Contact mtrain@maisd.com to enroll or for questions.

Visit  imaginationlibrary.com for more information.

 

COVID-19 Resources for Montcalm County Families 

2020-2021 Preschool Application
You only need to fill out one application to apply for

Great Start or Head Start anywhere in Montcalm

County. Application available at www.8cap.org

Birth to 3 Year Olds
Early Head Start is looking for prenatal moms and

birth to three-year-old children.  To learn more about

home-based and center-based child development

support services, visit www.8cap.org

Connections
Connections is a FREE program for children birth to 5,

helps track your child development.  Sign-up is very

easy, and everything is done at your home by you and

your child through play!  See attached flyer.

Food Distribution Trucks and 2-1-1 assistance
If you need assistance finding food, paying household bills,

accessing free childcare, or other essential services,

dial United Way’s 2-1-1 to speak to someone who can help.

 

United Way Montcalm-Ionia Counties and over 12 partner

organizations are helping to schedule and organize Feeding

America food trucks throughout Montcalm County. If you need

food, please see the schedule attached in a separate document,

or visit United Way's website for a calendar updated daily:

www.liveunitedm-i.org/covid-19-pandemic-response

 

School Information and Support
Montcalm Area ISD and the local school

districts in Montcalm County are diligently

working to provide food programs and

learning resources for its students, parents,

and communities. This page is updated

regularly with information and resources:

www.maisd.com/about/school-closing-

information-and-resources
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We value children seeing themselves as mathematics knowers, doers, and contributors to the field of

mathematics.

We value children's differences with respect to age, race, ethnicity, gender, socio-economic status, and

geographic context (e.g., urban, rural, suburban). 

We value mathematics as a broad, creative, and collaborative discipline for sense making and problem

solving.

We value learning mathematics in a variety of ways - both socially and cognitively. 

We value mathematics teaching that focuses on connection, care and authentic relationships. 

Early Care & Education Committee
Preschool Essentials - Mathematics

The early mathematics essentials for preschool are meant to improve children’s mathematical skills by

identifying a small set of research supported instructional practices. These essentials are based on five core

values and seek to promote high-quality, equitable teaching and learning for young children in the discipline

of mathematics. The core values help set the stage for understand the essential practices. Those values are: 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

 

 

 

CENSUS 2020  - Why Does It Matter?
It's not too late to complete your census

Michigan stands to lose millions of dollars in federal

support for programs that use census data. These include

Medicaid, nutrition assistance, highway construction and

planning, Title I and Special Education Grants, Foster

Care and Child Care Grants, K-12 education, Section 8

Vouchers, and Head Start/Early Start - for which

Michigan received more than $14 billion in 2015. That's

why an accurate count of Michigan residents is important. 

Parent Leadership Committee
 

Social Connections:

Parents need friends

Knowledge of Parenting & Child

Development

Being a great parent is part natural and

part learned

5 Keys to Strengthening Families
In each newsletter, you'll find topics and events

that connect to these five keys to building strong

families. Want to see specific things? Let us know!

Parental Resilience:

Be strong and flexible

Concrete Support in Times of Need:

We all need help sometimes

Social & Emotional Competence of Children:

Parents need to help their children

communicate

Committee Highlights
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Family Wellness Committee

https://literacyessentials.org/literacy-essentials/


Parent Engagement
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Montcalm County Great Start Collaborative
621 New Street, PO Box 367, Stanton, MI 48888

Phone: 616-225-6146

Website
www.GreatStartMontcalm.org

Facebook
www.facebook.com/greatstartmontcalmcounty

www.facebook.com/MontcalmImaginationLibrary

Mindy Train

Parent Liaison

mtrain@maisd.com 

Chelsa Eggleston

Parent Liaison

ceggleston@maisd.com 

Cari O'Connor

Director

coconnor@maisd.com 

Faith Brophy

Parent Liaison

fbrophy@maisd.com 

Yellowstone National Park: www.nps.gov/yell/learn/photosmultimedia/virtualtours.htm
Mars: accessmars.withgoogle.com
Virtual Farm Tours: www.farmfood360.ca
Boston Children's Museum: www.bostonchildrensmuseum.org/museum-virtual-tour
The Louvre in Paris: www.louvre.fr/en/visites-en-ligne
Robotics Manufacturing Field Trip: www.manufactureyourfuture.com/VirtualFieldTrip/US
Johnson Space Center Field Trip: www.boeingfutureu.com
San Diego Zoo: kids.sandiegozoo.org
Saturn 5 Rocket: www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Qe5RqyMNhc
Great Wall of China: www.thechinaguide.com/destination/great-wall-of-china

Take Virtual Field Trips! 

 

Scholastic: scholastic.com/learnathome
Wide Open School: wideopenschool.org 
PBS Kids: pbskids.org
ABC Mouse: www.abcmouse.com
Talking is Teaching: talkingisteaching.org
Dolly Parton reads bedtime stories from the Imagination
Library: www.youtube.com/imaginationlibrary

Online Resources for Education, Fun, Adventures
and SO MUCH MORE!

One of the greatest things about being quarantined is how
virtually connected the world is. There are literally countless

resources for connecting online, no matter your age or
interests or availability! These are just a few:

 


